Significant Accomplishments:
The Switchgear Committee has six technical subcommittees (HV Circuit Breakers, HV Fuses, HV Switches, LV Switchgear Devices, RODE (Reclosers and Other Distribution Equipment, and Switchgear Assemblies), with approximately 35 active working groups or task forces preliminary to formation of working group. The Switchgear Committee has approximately 60 standards. The list of active working groups fluctuates, with working groups disbanded as their projects are completed, and with new working groups forming on a continuing basis.
An active plan is in place to revise any and all relevant standards that are due for administrative withdrawal at the end of 2018, to comply with the changes enacted by IEEE-SA in 2008 that ended reaffirmations and imposed a requirement to revise or withdraw standards that were not revised within ten years of approval.
The Switchgear Committee actively works to harmonize requirements in various standards with the requirements of the relevant IEC standards. At present, requirements for HV circuit breakers are fundamentally harmonized. Requirements for other portions of the Switchgear Committee standards are harmonized with IEC to varying degrees, determined primarily by differences in the user practices between the IEC and ANSI/IEEE markets.
The Switchgear Committee P&P for standards development were accepted by IEEE-SA in December, 2012. The Working Group P&P were created using the PES TechCouncil template in September, 2013, and found to be without issue by AudCom and the IEEE-SA Standards Board in December, 2013. The operating procedures for the committee are in draft form, and it is hoped that formal Committee approval will be obtained at the Fall meeting in September, in Asheville.
During 2013, three standards, guides, or recommended practices updated or created by the Switchgear Committee were published by IEEE-SA. These include: The Switchgear Committee website has been updated to a more interesting format and continues to include access to minutes of past meetings (from 1990 to date), and many technical presentations.
Benefits to Industry and PES Members from the Committee Work:
The Switchgear Committee creates and maintains standards that benefit the stakeholders in many ways, including these:
• Users, producers, testing firms, and third-party certification bodies benefit by having performance requirements that are consistent and that give confidence that products carrying equal ratings exhibit equal performance.
• Users and producers benefit by having known performance-oriented requirements rather than rote construction mandated (but not necessarily performance-oriented) requirements. This allows producers to introduce new technologies that produce equal performance without conflicting with arbitrary standards-mandated construction requirements.
• Users, producers, testing firms, and third-party certification bodies benefit from having relatively stable standards for products, as revisions of standards are generally made except at intervals of seven to ten years.
• Users, producers, testing firms, and third-party certification bodies benefit from the creation of new standards covering areas previously not addressed in standards, such as testing of equipment under conditions of internal arcing faults, special interrupting applications such as transformer-limited faults, and conversions of existing equipment to accommodate newer technologies. The guide for internal arcing tests is particularly significant as the document (C37.20.7) has been expanded over the years to cover significantly more equipment varieties, providing a consistent set of testing requirements over a range of product types.
Benefits to Volunteer Participants from the Committee Work:
• Participation in standards activities provides a solid basis for education of new participants, while providing a forum to capture the knowledge of experienced participants.
• The Switchgear Committee has participation by a significant number of persons who have formally retired from the business world, yet continue to participate, in several cases without financial support from their former employer or some other firm. It is reasonable to surmise that such individuals would not do so except that participation provides them some measure of satisfaction.
• Participants in the standards process benefit from recognition within their employer organizations as "experts" in their technical field, and particularly if they participate in some officer capacity in working groups or in the committee structure.
• The Switchgear Committee provides recognition to working group members and committee officers, typically with a plaque. When standards are published, the participants are also recognized in the front matter of the document.
Recognition of Outstanding Performance:
Education, Recognition, and Publication (ERP) Subcommittee oversees all the activities related to nominations, recognitions, awards, prizes, certificates of appreciations for exceptional individuals and groups. Annually ERP nominates for the following awards:
• PES Prize Paper award • PES Outstanding WG award • PES Award for outstanding Standard or Guid • TC award for prize paper • TC award for outstanding service to the Committee • TC award for outstanding Working Group.
In 2013 we nominated:
• 
New Technologies of Interest to the Committee:
The committee has several projects or task forces involved in new technologies:
• P37.302, Guide for Fault Current Limiter (FCL) Testing. This document describes the testing of fault current limiters operating on condition based impedance increase for AC systems 1000Vac and above. It does not cover such devices as series reactors or current-limiting fuses.
• Task force for solid dielectric equipment, which is exploring materials, application conditions, environmental conditions, and tests for new insulation systems in which insulation is molded as an integral element of an assembly that includes the interrupting or switching device, e.g,, such as for an outdoor distribution recloser. The task force anticipates issuing their final report in the near future.
• Task force for distribution equipment controls is developing a technical report with recommendations for microprocessor-based controls for equipment over 1000Vac up to 38kVac for overhead and underground distribution lines, including test and application information. Such controls typically would include the protection associated with the switching device, as well as the controls devices (open, close, etc.) with communications capability. The control device would serve in place of traditional relays and control devices that are appropriate for high voltage circuit breakers but not suitable for distribution equipment mounted on power poles or below grade.
